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A disposition matrix is a tool used to guide decisions about the best way to hold youth accountable for their unlawful
behavior, while also supporting the youth’s chance for success. The matrix incorporates data-driven best practices and
is designed to ensure that youth receive the most appropriate level of supervision and services based on the seriousness
of the offense and their risk of recidivism.
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By aligning the offense committed with the youth’s risk of recidivism, the disposition matrix provides a range of
recommendations regarding the disposition options and appropriate services. It is typically formatted as a table, with
risk level (low, medium, high) forming one axis, and offense level (least serious to most serious) forming the other.
Based on the alignment of risk and offenses, different options are presented which follow a graduated sanctions
approach consistent with the RNR model.

What are the benefits of a disposition matrix?

Many youth justice jurisdictions around the United States have developed disposition matrices as part of a structured
decision-making process designed to meet the needs of youth and enhance their chances of success in life, while also
protecting public safety. Benefits of using a disposition matrix tool to guide decision making include:

* More consistent decision-making across courtrooms within the same jurisdiction or state.

* More efficient and effective allocation of resources to address the highest-risk youth with the most need (with fewer
resources spent on unnecessary services for low-risk youth).

* Reduced recidivism rates for youth who receive dispositions within matrix guidelines.
* Reduced disparities based on race and other factors between different populations of youth in similar circumstances

Will a disposition matrix change current practice in juvenile court?
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